Delayed recognition memory in Parkinson's disease: a role for working memory?
Immediate and delayed recognition memory for words was examined in a sample of 16 non-demented patients with Parkinson's disease and 16 normal control participants of equivalent age and educational attainment. The patients, relative to control participants, had intact immediate but impaired delayed recognition memory performance. Patients were also impaired on tests of free and cued recall, working memory and a measure of psychomotor processing speed. Processing speed was a significant covariate for delayed recognition, free and cued recall and working memory performance, but not for immediate recognition performance. These results suggest that the same cognitive processes which support performance on tests of recall and working memory also support performance on tests of delayed recognition.